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I. To date the bloc has not been a significant direct source of arms; 


for the Algerian rebels. 
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A. Although a few identifiable bloc arms have apparently been 

>■ . . r.v&. . ' • 

Captured, French claims that the ‘rebels receive substantial * 




bloc aid have not been confirmed. 

V. The preponderance of rebel arms are of Western make and were 
either captured in Algeria, obtained through Arab channels, 
or purchased throughout Europe, 

This picture now seems to be changing. 
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Last year the Czechs provided a $1 million supply of small a&lig^;- 

not ' easily identifiable as of bloc orjLgiip ftThis . shipment 

seized by Spanish authorities last Junl'^||:^fig|' ; 

Now, for the first time, the 'bloc has^lappareirtly ' decide®^^^^^^* 


extend massive arms aid to the A 1 ger ijn^ebels , who, in^^turn:;|i^i: : * 
>eem ready to accept this aid . In tj^^^t|pthe rebels^ wh’ijf^. 
accepting some local and external Communist support, have 


seemed reluctant to seek major bloc assistance. 
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HI. These arms, 11 delivered , would signill^a||e^uce the rebels 
■llltary potential. £ ; .* ,, . 


Despite French^ efiorts, the rebels ifre now better treed than ever 

fht %Mfr* e n»Xfriw^ 30,000 

nan a my, ^hejijsize of .which has heretofore been United primarily 
by an arms shortage. There have apparently always been plenty 
of volunteers. 

IV. This new deal •any foreshadows a more determined Communist effort to 
make the rebellion militarily dependent on Communist support and 
to establish decisive influence over the rebel leadership. 
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